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Opening Prayer 

Bible 

Isaiah 49:1-6 (pew Bible regular print – p.596; pew Bible large 

print – p.1139) 

We will focus today on 49:3: “You are My servant, Israel…” 

The Servant Songs of Isaiah have been referred to several times 

throughout this study. Now it’s time to clarify what they are. Are 

these Servant Songs about Israel or Jesus? 

The first Servant Song is Isaiah 42:1-4. At first, this servant was 

supposed to be the nation of Israel, as is made clear in 41:8. The 

Lord God had intended to use Israel to bring about the promises 

of 42:1-4. Again and again, the Lord refers to the nation of Israel 

as His servant. See 44:1, 44:2, 45:4. 

However, again and again the Lord announces that Israel is unfit 

for this important role. See 42:19, 43:22-24, 46:12, 48:1-5,8. 

So, in 48:16, a new servant is introduced. The second, third, and 

fourth Servant Songs are about this new servant. Those songs 

are found in 49:1-6, 50:4-9, and 52:13-53:12. 

How is the new servant different from Israel? Well, Israel wouldn’t 

listen (42:19, 48:8), but this new servant does. See 50:4-5. Israel 

believed that God had disregarded her plight (40:27), but this new 

servant believes He will be vindicated by the Lord. See 49:4. 



Israel is punished for her sins (43:27-28), but this new servant 

dies for the sins of others. See 53:4-6. 

This new servant is the one we read of in 49:3,5. He is the one 

who rescues both Israel and the nations. The only thing is, his 

weapon for accomplishing this task seems small. 49:2. 

Yet, isn’t it the small things that “get” us? Quick fixes, quick 

revenge, shortcuts, cancerous cells, forgetting to take a pill, a 

flash drive. It only takes one word… 

It only takes one word for the Lord’s Servant, Jesus, to heal, to 

restore, to make us a light to others, to redeem us. See Mark 4:39 

(reg. – p.815; large – p.1562), Mark 7:34, Matthew 8:3 (reg. – 

p.789; large – p.1511), Matthew 8:8, John 19:30 (reg. – p.880; 

large – p.1684), and Revelation 21:6 (reg. – p.1004; large – 

p.1937). 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 

 


